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Second Proposed Amendment to Chicago Vacant Building Ordinance Passes 
 

On November 2, 2011, the Chicago City Council unanimously passed a second amendment to the Chicago Vacant Building 
Ordinance. The second amendment removes “mortgagees” from the definition of “owners” but sets forth new obligations on 
mortgagees. 

Under the second amendment, mortgagees of residential property must, among other things, register the property and pay a 
$500 fee, secure the doors and windows, winterize the property, maintain all grass and weeds, clear snow from the walkway to 
the main entry door, maintain fences, and post a sign with the registration information. 

The second amendment also provides several affirmative defenses to the potential fines of $500-$1,000 per day, including but 
not limited to: the building was occupied at the time of violation, another owner or mortgagee has registered the building and 
the registration is current, the borrower is in bankruptcy, all violations have been cured within 30 days of the notice of violation, 
the lender was a junior lien holder, a receiver has been appointed, and the borrower is actively participating in the foreclosure. 

The second amendment went into effect on November 19, 2011. 

 

 

For further details, please see the attached second amendment to the Vacant Building Ordinance or call 

Dianne Rist (312-845-3404) or Jennifer Majewski (312-845-3745). 
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